
 

Dear Miss Behavior:                                                     December 31, 2017 

 
It’s been so much fun revisiting your old columns. Do you have anything really old about the 
New Year?  
 
Sincerely,  
Adelaide  
 

 
 

Dear Adelaide:  
 
Yes I do. Here is a column from 1999; the question about celebrating the New Year was from a 
gentleman named Janus. Here is my answer to dear Janus.  
 
Dear Janus:  
You haven't fooled me with that name; I know it's a pseudonym. Janus, as I am sure you must 
know, graciously gave his name to the first month of our calendar year. An ancient Roman deity, 
Janus was pictured with two faces, each looking in different directions. I find this representation 
highly illuminating. After all, isn't that what we do at the beginning of the year--we look back and 
survey what we have just experienced in the last twelve months, and we look forward into the 
unknown future, making plans and resolutions and filled with hope. Yes, that's exactly what we 
do! And you should do the same; and so should I.  
 
Here are my suggestions for the New Year. First, do not forget to participate in the liturgy on 
January 1 when we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. And, if you go to a party  
on New Year's Eve, avoid making a fool of yourself. Remember: moderation in all things! Of 
course, at the stroke of midnight, you will sing "Auld Lang Syne" for reasons unknown to most  
of us. Most of us, in fact, fail to remember either how we learned the words of the song or, in 
fact, what those words mean. Hint: the song was written by the Scottish poet Robert Burns, or, 
more likely, it was an old song revised by Burns. Those three words are Scots dialect (a variant 
of English) for 'old long since'--in other words, they mean 'long ago"; it is a song about recalling 
the past, about old friends, and about celebration.  
 
Now, where was I? Ah yes. To continue: Do wish everyone a Happy New Year. If you make 
some resolutions for 1999, avoid a long laundry list; focus instead on one or two things that you 
think you can accomplish. As for me, the nearly perfect, always insightful, constantly erudite, 
and ever charming Miss Behavior, I expect to spend at least a portion of the New Year working 
on my humility. Happy New Year!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Miss Behavior  
 


