
 

Miss Behavior Hones in on the Holiday                November 19, 2017 
 
Dear Miss Behavior:  
 
Now that your column is being read in Albia, Iowa, Struthers, Ohio, and Canfield, Ohio, can you 
still use your old Thanksgiving column, or will you have to make some changes?  
 
Sincerely,  
Hungry for Turkey  
 

 
Dear Hungry:  
 
I looked in my computer files and discovered that my earliest Thanksgiving column dates from 
1997, which makes it a lot younger than the holiday itself. By the way, most of us learned that 
the first Thanksgiving took place in Massachusetts in 1621, when Pilgrims and Native 
Americans sat down together at table. New evidence suggests that the first Thanksgiving 
actually took place in 1565 in Florida, when Spanish soldiers, sailors, and the local Timucuan 
Indians first celebrated Mass, then sat down to a feast of oysters and clams brought by the 
Indians, and garbanzo beans, olive oil, bread, pork, and wine, provisions from the Spanish 
ships. Now for those perennial favorites, the Lackings and the Withits.  
 
Picture, if you will, two families. Let us call one the Lackings and the other the Withits. At the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Lacking, the following scenario takes place each Thanksgiving. The 
women of the household spend the entire day wearing themselves out cleaning, cooking, 
serving dinner, and washing up. The men of the household spend the day watching football. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lacking have not bothered to cook a turkey for a local soup kitchen, nor have they 
made any contributions this season to homeless shelters, Catholic Charities, or any other 
organization providing food for the needy. When they sit down to dinner (at half-time), they 
forget to offer a prayer of thanks to the Lord of the harvest. They never invite anyone outside 
their small family circle, even though they know that their next-door neighbor is elderly and likely 
to be alone on Thanksgiving. Each year they eat and drink too much, quarrel with the children, 
and are generally out of sorts by the end of the day. It's a good thing they don't invite anyone 
else, because I prefer not to join them.  
 
On the other hand, picture the Withits. In the Withit household, everyone, including the children, 
helps to get the house ready, prepare and serve dinner, and tidy up when the celebration is 
over. On the day before Thanksgiving, the Withits prepare a turkey for a soup kitchen. They 
joyfully contribute to homeless shelters, to Catholic Charities, and to other worthy groups that 
feed the poor and hungry. The Withits always invite one or two people who otherwise would be 
eating alone on the holiday. Before the first course, they offer a heartfelt prayer of thanks to 
God. After dinner, the adults play games with the children. Some of the Withits do watch football 
(no one is perfect), but they do not let those games take precedence over the family celebration.  
 
I am hoping for an invitation from the Withits. Do you know where I can find them?  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Miss Behavior 


