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Dear Miss Behavior:  
 
I don't feel like voting. What do you think of that? Do you remember the story about the little old 
lady who said she didn't want to vote for any of the candidates because "voting only encourages 
them"? That's how I feel.  
 
Sincerely,  
Arnie Apathetic  
 

 
Dear Arnie:  
 
First of all, let us get rid of some old stereotypes, that of the "little old lady" who says something 
silly. Why is it never a strapping young man? There, I feel better now. I do think that whether 
you "feel like it” or not, it is your obligation and privilege as an American citizen to vote. And 
please do become an informed voter. You have a wee bit of time left to read the newspapers, to 
check out Internet sites (if you have access), and to stop at the public library to pick up your free 
copy of the non-partisan voters’ guide prepared by the League of Women Voters.  
 
By Tuesday, you will have, I assume, enough information to make your decision about the most 
publicized races, for instance the congressional election. It becomes more tricky, I think, when 
we consider multiple state and local offices plus local ballot issues. That is why I think some 
preparation is in order. After you do your research, you may want to write your preferences on 
an index card, to help you remember when you are faced with a jumble of names on that 
computer screen or paper ballot. I find that if I do not do some reading and deciding ahead of 
time, I am tempted to leave certain offices blank, which is probably better than voting for 
someone just because (1) she has the same first name as I do; (2) he sounds like the son of a 
cousin of a friend of mine; (3) the nice young man in the parking lot just gave me an emery 
board; or (4) I used to have a boyfriend with that last name (and I wonder whatever happened to 
him!). No, my dear, voting is a privilege not to be taken lightly, so please do take a little time to 
find out which names and which issues will be on the ballot, and make up your mind after some 
rational thought. And wear red, white, and blue on Tuesday; that will add a nice touch!  
 
Sincerely,  

 

Miss Behavior 


