
 
From the Archives:  

Miss Behavior Prepares to Celebrate                 October 28, 2018 
 
Dear Miss Behavior:  
 
Can you tell me something about Halloween, All Saints Day, and All Souls Day? They seem to come one after 
another. And is it OK to celebrate Halloween? Some people don’t think so.  
 
Yours,  
Marley  
 

 
Dear Marley:  
 
It is difficult, if not impossible, to trace the origins of some customs and celebrations; nevertheless, undaunted, I forge 
ahead into the past (so to speak). We do know that Halloween stands for All Hallows Eve, which means the night 
before All Saints Day. We also know that a harvest celebration was part of pre-Christian worship in Britain, and we 
know that at the end of October, the Celts of Ireland celebrated the feast of Samhain, which honored the dead. On All 
Saints Day we honor all those holy people the Church has declared to be saints, and on All Souls Day we pray for the 
dead. No doubt, the fact that pre-Christian festivals were celebrated at this time of year influenced the Church's 
choice of dates; it was a common practice, and a sensible one, in my opinion, to build on old holidays, to Christianize 
them. Mary Reed Newland, in her book The Year and Our Children, concludes that these feasts of saints and "soon-
to-be-saints" (i.e., those in purgatory) were and are appropriate for this time of year, since in the northern hemisphere 
(site of the Church's headquarters), November is a time of "barrenness on the earth," a time when the world is "brown 
and drab and mindful of death." (How all this affects the southern hemisphere will be discussed when my column 
begins reaching readers below the equator.)  
 
I like the way autumn combines joy and sorrow, joy at the beauty and abundance of God's earth, and sadness at the 
dying of the flowers and the coming of darkness and winter. All Saints Day and All Souls Day speak to both the 
sorrow of death and the joy of resurrection. And as for those Halloween customs, they are remnants of old festivals 
and, for the most part, harmless. There is something about this time of year that makes me feel part of the whole 
panorama of human history, connected to the past, to the rhythm of the earth, and to those who have gone before us.  
 
Oh, dear, I was supposed to be writing a behavior column. Therefore, please see that you do not cause a watery 
mess when bobbing for apples, do not be greedy when you ask for those treats, and do not cause any harm to any 
person, place, or thing on Halloween. All Saints Day (Thursday, November 1) is a holy day of obligation, so I hope to 
see you, dear reader, at Mass. All Souls Day is not a holy day of obligation, but it is a day when many of us want to 
attend Mass and remember our deceased relatives and friends. May they rest in peace.  
 
Yours for all times and seasons,  

 

Miss Behavior 


