
 

 Miss Behavior Prepares for All Souls Day                October 29, 2017 

 
Dear Miss Behavior:  
 
This week we will observe All Souls Day. Please tell me something about it.  
 
Yours,  
Justa Parishioner  
 

 
 
Dear JP:  
 
All Souls Day always falls on November 2, the day after All Saints Day. Three years ago, 
November 2 fell on a Sunday, so All Souls Day took precedence over a Sunday in Ordinary 
Time. This year it falls on a Thursday, and parishes throughout the world will be scheduling 
special Masses.  
 
On All Souls Day we pray for the dead, for those who are in Purgatory. According to the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, “All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still 
imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo 
purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.” Purgatory is 
this process of purification for those whose destination is heaven but who are not quite “ready” 
for it. In 2 Maccabees 12:46, we learn that Judas Maccabeus “made atonement for the dead, 
that they might be delivered from their sin,” and for centuries the Church has offered prayers for 
the dead. There is no need to pray for those in heaven, and no use to pray for anyone in hell; 
however, we believe that we can pray for those in purgatory as they go through their period of 
purification.  
 
Centuries ago, St. John Chrysostom wrote, “Let us not hesitate to help those who have died and 
to offer our prayers for them.” We offer prayers for the dead at every Mass, and on one day of 
the year, All Souls Day, November 2, we focus on those who have gone before us and pray for 
them, for the ones we knew, the ones we wish we had known, and the ones who are nameless 
to us. May they rest in peace.  
 
Yours for all times and seasons,  

 

Miss Behavior 


