
Miss Behavior Observes the End of the Christmas Season  
                                                            January 13, 2019 

 
Dear Miss Behavior:  
 
I read somewhere that today, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, marks the end of the 
Christmas season. I don't quite understand that. After all, the Baptism of Christ took place years 
after his birth. I've taken down my Christmas decorations. What's this all about?  
 
Sincerely,  
Confused  
 

 
 
Dear Confused:  
 
Yes, today does mark the end of the Christmas season. It is quite possible that you read that 
fact in this very column. I agree that it does seem a bit odd, since years separate Jesus' birth 
from his baptism. On the other hand, there is a connection. The Baptism of the Lord is a type of 
epiphany, a Greek word meaning a showing forth, a manifestation. On Epiphany (the twelfth day 
of Christmas), Jesus is shown for the first time to the world outside the manger. The Baptism of 
Christ, which takes place years later, represents another epiphany, a manifestation to the world 
that Jesus is the Son of God. Think about today's Gospel. “After all the people had been 
baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy 
spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’” It all fits together. In Advent we heard the 
prophecies of Isaiah, and we learned about John the Baptist preparing the way of the Lord; now, 
at the end of the Christmas season, we again hear from Isaiah (in today's First Reading), and 
we again see John the Baptist, this time in the presence of Jesus (in the Gospel). In so many 
ways today is connected with all of the Sundays we have celebrated in the last month and a 
half: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany. Therefore, we didn't have to put away our Christmas 
decorations at home, and do notice that inside the church some of the Christmas decorations 
remain. They will be gone next week, however, on the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time.  
 
Yours for all times and seasons,  
 

Miss Behavior 


