
 

Miss Behavior Celebrates the Feast of Christ the King   Nov. 26, 2017 

 
Dear Miss Behavior;  
 
Why is the Feast of Christ the King, which we celebrate today, considered the end of the 
liturgical year? Why isn’t this day observed at the end of December, if it’s the end of the year?  
 
Sincerely,  
Confused  
 

 
 
Dear Confused:  
 
This is an excellent question. For various reasons we celebrate Christmas on December 25 
(perhaps I will discuss those reasons in the near future). That places the season of Advent 
during the four Sundays before Christmas. Advent is a logical beginning to the church year, 
since it is during this season that we listen to the prophecies of the Hebrew Scriptures telling us 
about the coming of the Messiah. Taking our logic a step further, if Advent marks the beginning 
of the liturgical year, then whatever occurs just before Advent marks its conclusion.  
 
The Feast of Christ the King is a fitting end to the liturgical year, because the readings have to 
do with Christ’s triumph and with his return to earth at the end of time. This feast, by the way, is 
a relatively recent addition to the Church calendar, having been established by Pope Pius XI in 
1925 as a means of countering the effects of secularism, the modern exclusion of God from 
public life.  
 
It all makes sense: the Church year begins with the period of waiting for Jesus that we call 
Advent. Then we commemorate the life, death, and resurrection of Christ as we move through 
Christmas, Lent, and Easter. With Pentecost we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit and the 
birth of the Church; then Sundays in Ordinary Time, and finally, today's Feast of Christ the King. 
Today we rejoice at Christ's triumph over death, at the promise of his Second Coming. And next 
week the cycle starts all over again, with the First Sunday of Advent. It's another beginning, a 
time to grow in faith. Happy New Year, so to speak.  
 
Yours for all times and seasons,  

 

Miss Behavior 


